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and nobles of the League, the effect of which was
seen as soon as they had to choose between making
their peace with the King and the renewal of
hostilities.

Vitry, Governor of Meaux, one of the most able
and active of the Catholic captains, had been the
first of the officers of Henry III. to leave his suc-
cessor, because he would not serve a heretic. That
he had no personal animosity to the King he had
shown by consenting, while still in arms against
him, to hunt the royal hounds during an illness of
the huntsman. He now told the citizens of Meaux
that as his Majesty was no longer a heretic he meant
to return to his service, and the townspeople deter-
mined to follow the example of their Governor.

Le Chastre, Governor of the Orleanais and Berry,
the uncle of Vitry, acted in like manner and the
municipalities of Orleans and Bourges united with
him in making their peace with the King. The
citizens of Lyons had ended a long feud with their
Governor, the Duke of Nemours, by seizing and
imprisoning him in their citadel, and now in spite
of their Archbishop Espinac admitted a Royalist
garrison. The submission of this great and turbu-
lent town, the commercial centre of France, was a
great gain to the Royalists, and was likely to deter-
mine the hesitation of Villars, the Governor of
Rouen, with whom Sully was already negotiating.
The terms granted to the towns which submitted
were generally the same. A complete amnesty for
the past; the confirmation of all the municipal
privileges and franchises they already possessed; an